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òAll About Owlsó 

Tuesday, June 11 , 2019, 7:00 p.m.                

Christina Funk, Troy Nature Society  

 

Discover the nighttime world of the owl as you meet 

live native Michigan owls up close and personal!  We 

will investigate the mysterious lives of owls, their 

adaptations for survival, and what humans can do to 

help them.  

 

òWildlife at Duck Pondó 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 7:00 p.m.  

Rob Weir               

 

Join us for a presentation by local birder 

and photographer Rob Weir.  Rob will share 

some of his beautiful wildlife photography 

taken at a small pond in Washington Twp.  

Photo credit:  Rob Weir  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oakland-Audubon-Society/236317909761539
http://www.twitter.com/OaklandAudubon


 

 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 

 

Summer 2019  

 

 I donõt know about you but I have gotten a little worn out by the constant request for donations 

and for support by nature organizations.  Now, Iõm not saying that they are unreasonable in making 

the requests.  There is a whole lot of bad stuff going on in Washington and in Michigan that needs to 

be dealt with.  The constant attacks on natural areas for oil and gas and mining and on and oné.. are 

really infuriating.  And, in Michigan, the constant thought that hunters need many more species to 

kill to keep them from getting bored.  Really, Sandhill Cranes and Mourning Doves are such a great 

threat and a great challenge to hunters?!  The money -hungry side of politics has really gotten old and 

we need to put an end to this type of stuff.  

 As an organization, we are not allowed to endorse candidates or lobby, but we can get our mem-

bers to speak out against all these attacks and to support organizations that can endorse and lobby.  

And we can do this in great numbers.  Itõs our only choice.  Otherwise, we let our state and our nation 

go down a path toward doom.  

 Say what you want about climate change but the fact is that we have reached a point where we 

are constantly dealing with severe weather at times of the year when it was just not normal.  We need 

to turn the corner on opinion and voting for those that will deal with these issues.  I may not live long 

enough to bear the brunt of all these sins but our children and grandchildren will.  Itõs a scary picture 

to paint.  

 I worked for a couple of companies that were like many others today.  Always demanding 10% 

growth of everything ð profits, income, sales, etc.  Well, thatõs not possible for everyone in the world 

unless we grow the population by 10% every year.  And we all know that the planet cannot support 

that many people.  So many issues and no one is seriously capable of handling them.  Governments 

are not being driven by the people and common sense.  Itõs all out of control.  No wonder I get de-

pressed just thinking about it.  

 So, enough of my ranting and raving.  I just hope that the members of this organization realize 

that my preaching is just a means to get the message out there and sending along notes with opportu-

nities to voice our opinion and support efforts to save our dear world.  If not for us, for future genera-

tions.  Letõs hope that the Young Birders that we are encouraging will have birds to watch when they 

get to our age.  

 Enough doom and gloom.  Take pride in our organization and hope that we, as individuals, can 

work hard to turn the corner on these problems and take our future into a brighter place.  Now, off the 

soap box and back to work.  

 

Don Burlett  
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